
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 
Lebanon- The Fifth World 

Lion Terence Mangan 
 

 

 
 

On 15th March 2011, the ‘Arab Spring’ 

reached Syria, and in the intervening 2,800 

days (approximately) upwards of 500,000 

people have lost their lives and half the 

population of a country of over 20 million 

people have been displaced, many seeking 

refugee status in the neighbouring countries 

of Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey – others 

fleeing to Europe and any other safe haven. 

The oldest cities in the world, Aleppo and 

Damascus, as well as Homs and ancient sites 

like Palmyra have been devastated in the 

ensuing conflagration. 

Civilians are the front line cannon fodder in 

21st century warfare, and defenceless women 

and children are the victims of bombs and 

terror raining down on urban targets.  Power 

and water cut off, no sanitation and barbaric 

hospital care mean families are cooped up in 

dark cellars listening to hell at the door. 

Children dare not venture out to play as 

unexploded bombs, mines and snipers 

threaten their safety. 

Work probably means conscription into the 

army or a rebel militia. Escape means most 

likely an illegal border crossing without a 

passport.  

The nearest border to the main urban centres 

is Lebanon – a tiny country, 200km south to 

north, 50km west to east,  not even the size 

of Cork and Kerry combined, but with a 

population as big as all of Ireland now – 6.5 

million, made up of 4 million Lebanese and 

2.5 million “displaced persons” from Syria, 

Palestine, Iraq etc.  The Syrians mainly live 

in camps in every second field – shacks that 

keep the sun out in summer, try to keep the 

rain out in winter and the snow in January. 

Electricity is taken from a power grid that 

cannot cope with the demand, consequently 

power is out for many hours each day, water 

is bought from tankers that deliver day and 

night, sanitation is almost non-existent and 

waste and litter of all types lie everywhere. 

These people are totally dependent on 

UNHCR to feed them. 
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If they are among the third of “refugees” 

who have legal papers, they can work in 

three areas, agriculture, construction and  

 

 
 

environment. Average wages in Lebanon are 

a little over $2 per hour. 

The Beqaa Valley, once the bread basket of 

the middle east, surrounded by mountains 

10,000’ high, is a tapestry of fields, small 

towns, and tent cities – 5,000 in total in 

Lebanon sheltering substantially more than a 

million people who have fled with all their 

possessions to this safe haven, for now. 

Lebanon is one of several small, poor 

countries, that have been overrun by 

powerful neighbours over the past 50 years 

in this part of the world – Cyprus, Kuwait, 

Yemen to name some of the others. 

Syrian children under 8 years old, have 

known nothing but war  – teenagers have 

listened to gunfire and shells for half  their 

lives. Education is a parent’s aspiration for 

their children in Syria – hiding in cellars, 

they can’t even play. 

When the west woke up in 2013 to the fact 

that atrocities of all kinds were being 

committed in Syria, as migrants began to 

flee towards Europe, as children became the 

victims of violent interrogation, everybody 

had a different view on how to solve the 

problem. 

Scandinavian Lions decided to try and help 

on the ground, and Norwegian Lions 

initiated ‘The Forgotten Children’ project, 

with a view to providing basic education and 

stimulation to Syrian children in the 

Lebanon. These children are numbered in the 

hundreds of thousands, and the Lebanese 

Public School system, even operating two 

shifts, is unable to cope with the numbers. 

Acting with a Lebanese NGO, the Beyond 

Association, Lions set about building a 

preparatory education structure, that would 

have basic health and nutritional facilities as 

well as stimulating creativity in children 

through art and crafts, music and drama.  

Today the first of these centres is up and 

running on the outskirts of Zahle, within 

10km of the Syrian border and its success 

can be seen in the happy faces of the 

children, from nursery age learning to 

playing and socialising with their own age 

group for the first time, right through to the 

music group producing Arab pop music in 

their “studio”. Parents are delighted and 

gladly bring their children to the mobile 

Medical Unit for inoculations etc, while the 

community recognise that somebody out 

there cares. 

Lions Safe Centres have become a $2 

million project, with LCIF now supporting 

the next centre. Scandinavian Lions are the 

main drivers, but Lions Ireland has 

committed to support ‘The Forgotten 

Children’ project with $150,000 by 2022. 

No one country, no one organisation can 

solve the problems in the Middle East – each 

child that is helped is a child who has a 

future. 

 

Lions Terence Mangan and Paul Allen 

visited the Lions Safe Centre in Lebanon 

 



From DG Frank O’Donoghue 

 

‘Live’ from Skopje 

 
 

 
 

This morning I am writing from the Lions 

Europa Forum in Skopje, the capital city of 

Macedonia. This is the major Lions event for 

Lions in Europe and is attended by 

International President Gudrun and other 

senior Lions as well as representatives from 

all Multiple and Single Districts. 

 

With the establishment of District 133 

Ireland, we have a seat on the Council of the 

Forum and we are also  entitled to enter our 

candidate in the European Young 

Ambassador Award. This year our Candidate 

is Darren McDonald, sponsored by Carlow 

Lions Club.  

  

Darren (pictured on top left, with some of 

the other candidates) was first up for the 

interview this morning, when the Candidates 

have an opportunity to present their personal 

story and also answer from the team of three 

interviewers. Darren was happy with his 

performance but we all have to wait until 

tomorrow (Saturday) for the result.  

 

Darren is accompanied at the competition by 

his mother Annmarie and by Galway Lion, 

District Youth Ambassador Award Officer, 

Brian O Keeffe. We are all keeping our 

hopes high for success for Darren. In truth he 

is already a winner as a result of what he has 

experienced and learned during this Youth 

Ambassador journey. 

 

The three-day Conference includes a wide 

range of plenary and breakout sessions. I had 

the opportunity to present at the Diabetes 

Session on Diabetes Screening at the 

Ploughing Championship. In the same 

session there were presentations on 

developments at Lions International 

including signing a formal relationship with 

the International Diabetes Foundation. We 

also heard about an initiative from Kenya- 

reflecting the international scope of Lions. 

 

There are important sessions today on GDPR 

, Anti-Bullying , LCIF and the New Voices 

Programme. The first of two Council 

meetings is at 17.00 and also a formal 

meeting of District Governors with 

International President Gudrun. 

 

Last Saturday saw the last of the four Area 

Conventions, which on this occasion was in 

Cork. Again, I am delighted to say that all 

the DG Team were delighted with the 

engagement and energy of Lions present.  

 

The  Conventions were attended by 190 

Lions and even more  significant is the fact 



that 68% of Clubs were represented. On 

behalf of the DG Team , I wish to say a 

sincere ‘thank you’ to all who participated. 

 

 

Roscrea Business Directory 
 

 
 

 

The Lions Club of Roscrea Business 

Directory is nearing completion and the 

committee is appealing for any business 

from the 0505 area who wishes to be 

included to contact them asap.  The Lions 

can be contacted through email or any 

member in person. The address is 

roscrealionsdirectory@gmail.com. Rates for 

advertising are very reasonable ranging from 

30 to 100 euro and advertising costs are tax 

deductible. 

 

Picture includes Paddy Collison, Mary 

Fitzgerald, Mary McGrath and Seamus 

Mullaney. (Pic by Brian Redmond) 

 

 
 

 

Newry Project Aids Africa 

 

 
 

 

 

For the last number of months, Newry Lions 

have been gathering disability/mobility aids. 

These have been collected from various 

council recycling depots where there is a 

dedicated area for people to drop them off 

when they no longer have use for them. They 

are then taken to a storage facility in 

Poyntzpass, cleaned and prepared to be sent 

to Syria, Rwanda and Zambia. So far over 

seven  tonnes of equipment has been 

dispatched to the needy in these countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Westport Recruits on Social 

Media 

 

 

 
 

Westport Lions Club  is continuing to 

proactively encourage new members to join 

their existing 25-member team. The existing 

Lions are 50:50 male female ratio, of all ages 

between 30-80+, making it a dynamic and 

experienced team. Over the years the Club 

has been diligent to include new members, 

and retain long-term members, to ensure the 

sustainability of the Club into the future. 

 

As part of the promotion and recruitment 

process, this year the Club is rolling out a 

number of initiatives using social media 

platforms. Since September the Club has 

been actively posting news about WLC on 

Facebook and Instagram, the two biggest 

social media platforms currently used in 

Ireland . Not only is the Club posting about 

the initiatives they support and events they 

provide, they have started profiling members 

of the Club to showcase their diverse 

membership, with the hope of encouraging 

others in the community to join. 

 

Since September 2018, six new potential 

members have sat in on meetings and it is 

hoped that they will become full members in 

the coming weeks. 

 

Club President, Tanya Whyte, recognises the 

wonderful work the Club has done since its 

establishment in 1986 (founded by existing 

and respected member Lion Michael 

Downes) and through this initiative, hopes 

the Club attracts new members using modern 

technology that is available at our fingertips, 

noting in Ireland: 

• 65% of the population have a 

Facebook account, 69% of whom 

access it daily;  

• 27% have a Linkedin account, 18% 

of whom access it daily; 

• 32% have an Instagram account, 

51% of whom access it daily; and 

• 29% have a Twitter account, 37% 

of whom access it daily Source 

IPOS 2017 

 

Westport Lions Club invites you all to check 

out it's Website 

(http://westportlionsclub.com/) Facebook 

page 

(https://www.facebook.com/WestportLionsC

lub/)  and Instagram account 

(@WestportLionsClub to find us) and feel 

http://westportlionsclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WestportLionsClub/
https://www.facebook.com/WestportLionsClub/


free to tag them in any projects you feel are 

relevant to their Club, or to help them help 

you share your news. And please feel free to 

share theirs! 

 

Club PRO, Emma Cawley, and her helpers 

are at the backend of the Club's social media 

channels to share news not only from Lions 

Club but also from other local community 

groups which helps build WLC profile too. 

 

Image created by Creative_hat - 

Freepik.com 

 

Lions Website ‘Almost There’ 
 

Lions Clubs International  all-new website is 

almost here! And it’s been designed to 

improve the experience of Lions and 

potential Lions alike. The website is a 

critical part of Lions’ and clubs’ experiences, 

and we’re extremely proud to be launching a 

product that’s the result of years of research 

and development—listening to members’ 

and clubs’ wants and needs, and 

incorporating them in useful ways. 

So, exactly how can our new website 

enhance your service? Let’s take a look! 

 

1. The Service Launchpad 

The Service Launchpad guides you through 

a few simple questions to help you find the 

perfect project that supports one of our five 

global causes: diabetes, hunger, vision, 

childhood cancer and the environment. 

 

2. The Resource Centre 

Over the years, Lions have produced so 

many great resources like guides, 

presentations, media and much more. To 

help members find what they need with ease, 

our new website features a powerful search 

and discover tool called the Resource Centre.  

3. The Club Locator 

With more than 48,000 clubs around the 

world, the service of Lions reaches 

communities far and wide. The new website 

allows potential Lions, and Lions, to find 

any and every club by simply searching a 

location or keyword in the Club Locator. 

The new Club Locator is also fully 

integrated with MyLion™. 

4. Enhanced Storytelling 

One of the main focuses of the new website 

is exactly featuring the stories of Lions, 

across a variety of media including blogs 

photography and videos.  

5. Simple Donations 

To make donating as easy as possible, the 

online process has been streamlined.  

 

Communications Awards 

 
To enter for the new District 

Communications Awards just send 

your Club website url and social 

media details to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 
…and that’s all for this week. 

 

Deadline for next issue is Friday at 9am. 


